
Merck & Co., Inc. Response to an Editorial Posted on the New 
England Journal of Medicine Web Site 
 
WHITEHOUSE STATION, N.J., Dec.  8, 2005 - In response to an editorial that appeared 
today on the New England Journal of Medicine website, Merck & Co., Inc. believes that it 
is important to emphasize that the company promptly and appropriately disclosed the 
results of the VIGOR (VIOXX Gastrointestinal Outcomes Research) study.  Merck 
correctly communicated about the benefits and possible risks of VIOXX and extensively 
disclosed the VIGOR data to the scientific and medical communities, and in the press. 

The VIGOR publication, which was peer-reviewed, fairly and accurately described the 
results of the study as of the pre-specified cutoff for analysis.  The additional events 
referred to in the editorial were events that were reported after the pre-specified cut-off 
date and therefore were not included in the primary analysis reported in the New 
England Journal article.  Nevertheless, these additional events were disclosed to the 
FDA in 2000, presented publicly at the FDA's Advisory Committee in February 2001, 
included in numerous press releases subsequently issued by Merck, disclosed to 
physicians given a copy of the article by Merck and detailed in the updated prescribing 
information for VIOXX.  We also note that these additional events did not materially 
change any of the conclusions in the article. 

Merck is confident in its research. In the research that served as the basis of FDA 
approval, Merck conducted studies with almost 10,000 patients.  Those studies showed 
similar rates of thrombotic events like heart attacks and strokes between VIOXX and 
placebo or VIOXX and the comparator NSAIDs like ibuprofen. 

Finally, Merck only recently learned of this editorial.  We have not had an opportunity to 
formally respond in the New England Journal of Medicine given the timing of its 
publication.  Therefore, Merck looks forward to providing a more complete response to 
the editorial in the New England Journal of Medicine. 

Forward-Looking Statement 
This press release contains "forward-looking statements" as that term is defined in the 
Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995.  These statements are based on 
management's current expectations and involve risks and uncertainties, which may 
cause results to differ materially from those set forth in the statements.  The forward-
looking statements may include statements regarding product development, product 
potential or financial performance.  No forward-looking statement can be guaranteed, 
and actual results may differ materially from those projected.  Merck undertakes no 
obligation to publicly update any forward-looking statement, whether as a result of new 
information, future events, or otherwise.  Forward-looking statements in this press 
release should be evaluated together with the many uncertainties that affect Merck's 
business, particularly those mentioned in the cautionary statements in Item 1 of Merck's 
Form 10-K for the year ended Dec. 31, 2004, and in its periodic reports on Form 10-Q 
and Form 8-K, which the Company incorporates by reference. 
 


